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MEMORANDUM
ON PARTNERSHIP IN THE FIELD OF THE COMPETITION LAW
ENFORCEMENT
BETWEEN THE HELLENIC COMPETITION COMMISSION OF AND
COMPETITION AGENCY OF GEORGIA

The Hellenic Competition Commission and Competition Agency of Georgia
(hereinafter referred to as “the Parties”),

Expressing the wish to promote cooperation in the field of competition policy
and competition law enforcement of the States of Parties,

Aiming at the creation of favorable conditions for the development of bilateral
relations,

Based on principles of equality and mutual benefit,

Underlining the role of competition in the effective development of market

economy,

HAVE AGREED as follows:



Article I. AIM AND DEFINITIONS

1. The purpose of the present Memorandum of Partnership (“the Memorandum™)
is to promote and strengthen cooperation between the Parties in the field of competition
law enforcement and competition policy.

2. In this Memorandum, these terms will have the following definitions:

(a) “Competition law/competition rules” means: for the Hellenic Competition
Commission Law N.3959/2011 “On Protection of Free Competition™ and for the
Competition Agency of Georgia Law N2159/2014 “Law of Georgia on Competition™
as well as any amendments to these Acts and regulations made under these Acts.

(b) “Enforcement activity(ies)” means any investigation or proceeding conducted by
each of the competition authorities in relation to the competition laws they enforce.

Article II. FIELDS OF COOPERATION

In the mutual interest of the Parties, cooperation will be materialized in the
following basic aspects, subject to reasonably available resources:

a) exchange of information on legislative developments of the States of Parties
in the field of competition law;

b) exchange of significant developments in competition law enforcement and of
know-how in the field of investigations, regarding the violation of competition rules of
the States of Parties, provided that it does not affect any current investigation or
proceedings being carried out by either Party;

c) exchange of experience regarding the relations between competition
authorities and national regulatory agencies:

d) exchange of experience in the field of competition advocacy, including raising

awareness of companies and the wider public about competition legislation and
enforcement;

e) provision of information and methodological assistance in preparing
proposals and drafting normative legal acts and other complex legal acts in the field
of competition.



Article III. FORMS OF COOPERATION

The main forms of the Parties interaction may be as follows:

a) exchange of non-confidential information on competition policy and
enforcement developments;

b) organizing study visits and experts’ training programs, including experts
preparing case files for courts;

¢) multilateral competition initiatives such as participation in international
conferences, symposiums, seminars and other events organized by the Parties;

d) expert meetings or consultation via e-mail/telephone between experts of the
Parties regarding exchange of non-confidential information on specific issues of
mutual interest;

e) organization of high level-meetings/visits for discussing the perspectives and
directions in which the bilateral cooperation will continue;

f) exchange of non-confidential documents in the field of competition policy,
such as regular publications by the Parties, including annual reports, studies, books,
journals and information bulletins.

Article 1V. EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

The transmission of information will be made in English by post, e-mail or

telephone through designated general contact points or on the occasion of Parties’
representatives’ meetings.

Article V. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

1. No Party will be obliged to provide or communicate information to the other
Party if the provision/communication of such information is prohibited by the law of
the State of the Party in possession of this information. or if it is not in the interests of
the Party applying competition law.

2. The Parties will not publish, transmit or disclose to third parties information
accessed through joint activities for the implementation of this Memorandum, unless
stated otherwise in agreements reached separately by the Parties.



Article VI. ORGANIZATION OF ACTIVITIES

The agenda, place and other elements of activities, including financial aspects,
shall be individually established by Parties by mutual agreement.

Article VII. DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Disputes regarding the interpretation and application of the present
Memorandum, if any, shall be resolved through consultations and negotiations.

Article VIII. REVIEW AND AMENDMENTS

Any review or amendment to the Memorandum shall be made by mutual
agreement of the Parties in the written form, executed as a protocol and signed by both
Parties. The protocol enters into force on the date of signature.

Article IX. FINAL REMARKS

1. This Memorandum is concluded with a view to enhancing and developing
cooperation between the Parties and does not constitute an agreement binding upon the
States of the Parties under international agreements and domestic law. No provision of
this Memorandum shall be interpreted and implemented as creating legal rights or
commitments for the States of the Parties.

2. This Memorandum does not oblige the Parties to commit resources in terms of
funds, time, staff or other administrative resources.

3. The present Memorandum enters into force upon signature and shall remain in
effect for an indefinite period of time. .

4. The Memorandum will expire after three months from the date of receipt by

either Party of a written notification to the other Party stating its intention to terminate
it.



Done in Thilisi, on 28" of September, 2018 in two copies, each in Georgian and
English languages, each text being authentic. In case of divergence in interpretation,
the English text shall prevail.

The Hellenic Competition Commission Competition Agency of
Georgia
’)
| X A e ’
Lefkoth teka Nodar Khaduri
Member of Board Chairman



