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On November 16-17, 2022, the first international conference on
the enforcement of competition policy and protection of consumer
rights was held in Georgia. Conference organizers were five market
regulatory bodies — The National Competition Agency of Georgia,
GNERC, The National Bank of Georgia, Communications Com-
mission of Georgia and the State Insurance Supervision Service of
Georgia.

Competition law, consumer rights protection mechanisms and ac-
tivities were discussed by regulatory bodies will be discussed at the
conference.

In addition to the government and parliamentary team, diplomat-
ic corps, friendly countries, business, non-governmental and aca-
demic sector representatives and industry specialists, the delega-
tion of 20 countries were participated in the two-day international
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conference. As well as, the head of the competition and consumer
policy direction of the United Nations Conference on Trade and De-
velopment (UNCTAD), Teresa Moreira and other invited interna-
tional experts.

Within the framework of the conference, the peculiarities of compe-
tition policy and sustainable development, legal guarantees of con-
sumer rights protection and the enforcement process were discussed.
There were also parallel thematic sessions on indirect mechanisms
of enforcement and competition policy on regulated markets/in-
ter-agency cooperation.

The participants of the sessions also shared the practical cases of
Georgia and Europe in the field of consumer rights protection.

o https://rb.gy/cijyf




IMPLEMENTED ACTIVITIES AT THE INTERNATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS
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THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON “COMPETITION AND CONSUMER PROTECTION” WAS HELD IN GEORGIA

THE CONFERENCE WAS ORGANIZED WITH THE JOINT COOPERATION OF 5 REGULATORY AUTHORITIES.
THE EVENT HAS THE FORMAT OF AN ANNUAL ACTIVITY

DAVIT NARMANIA KOBA GVENETADZE IRAKLI LEKVINADZE DAVIT ONOPRISHVILI VAKHTANG ABASHIDZE

CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL ENERGY GOVERNOR OF THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL COMPETITION HEAD OF THE STATE INSURANCE SUPERVISION COMMISSIONER, COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
AND WATER SUPPLY REGULATORY BANK OF GEORGIA AGENCY OF GEORGIA SERVICE OF GEORGIA
COMMISSION OF GEORGIA
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Initiated reforms in the direction of
competition policy and protection
of consumer rights go on. The intro-
duction of European standards is
very important for the process of
our country's integration into the
European Union.

IRAKLI LEKVINADZE

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GEORGIAN.
NATIONAL COMPETITION AGENCY
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Healthy competition is crucial for
the development of the country.
In this regard, the cooperation
between the Competition Agency
and the government and business
sector indicates the proper
development of the country.

TERESA MOREIRA

HEAD OF COMPETITION & CONSUMER POLICIES, UNCTAD
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Social engagement in
various decision-making
processes is important
for both consumers and
businesses.

MARIA F CANEDO ARRILLAGA
COMMISSIONER OF THE SPANISH NATIONAL MARKETS
AND COMPETITION COMMISSION

© S




A MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION WAS SIGNED WITH THE COUNTERPART
AUTHORITIES OF 6 COUNTRIES
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REPRESENTATIVES OF PUBLIC BODIES AND DIPLOMATIC CORPS, ACADEMIC AND BUSINESS SECTOR, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS,
JUDGES, LEGAL AND CONSULTING COMPANIES AND UP TO 45 INTERNATIONAL GUESTS OF ABOUT 20 COUNTRIES.

PARTICIPANTS COUNTRIES DELEGATION  COUNTRY'S AUTHORITIES PARALLEL THEMATIC GEORGIAN AND
FIRST CHAIRPERSON SESSIONS FOREIGN SPEAKERS

AN INFORMATION WEBSITE FOR THE CONFERENCE WAS CREATED @ https://ccc.gov.ge/




THE FOLLOWING SESSIONS WERE HELD IN
THE FORMAT OF THE CONFERENCE:

COMPETITION POLICY AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

COMPETITION POLICY ON REGULATED
MARKETS/INTER-AGENCY COOPERATION

LEGAL GUARANTEES OF CONSUMERRIGHTS
PROTECTION AND FEATURES OF THE , @
ENFORCEMENT :

ESSENTIAL FACILITY AND REFUSAL TO
SUPPLY, THEORY AND PRACTICE

o ' EUROPEAN AND GEORGIAN PRACTICE IN
) CONSUMER PROTECTION
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OPENING SESSION OF THE EVENT

PANELISTS
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CO

DAVIT ONOPRISHVILI DAVIT NARMANIA IRAKLI LEKVINADZE KOBA GVENETADZE VAKHTANG ABASHIDZE

HEAD OF THE STATE INSURANCE SUPERVISION CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL ENERGY CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL COMPETITION GOVERNOR OF THE NATIONAL COMMISSIONER, COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
SERVICE OF GEORGIA AND WATER SUPPLY REGULATORY AGENCY OF GEORGIA BANK OF GEORGIA

COMMISSION OF GEORGIA

MODERATOR

GIORGI ABASHISHVILI

DIRECTOR ON ECONOMIC POLICY, GEOCASE, PROFESSOR,
DEAN AT CIU BUSINESS FACULTY




COMPETITION POLICY ON REGULATED

MARKETS/INTER-AGENCY COOPERATION

PANELISTS

-
SARUNAS KESERAUSKAS ALEXEI GHERTESCU DANIEL MANKOWSKI LEVAN VEPKHVADZE RENATO FERRANDI
’
CHAIRMAN OF COMPETITION COUNCIL OF THE CHAIRMAN OF COMPETITION COUNCIL OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE LEGAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF BAG SENIOR COMPETITION EXPERT AND COORDINATOR
REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA, PROJECT LEADER IN THE THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF COMPETITION OF THE OECD-GVH REGIONAL CENTRE FOR
TWINNING PROJECT IN GEORGIA - “STRENGTHENING AND CONSUMER PROTECTION OF POLAND COMPETITION AT OECD
CAPACITY OF THE COMPETITION AGENCY (UOKIK)
OF GEORGIA"

MODERATOR

RENATO FERRANDI

SENIOR COMPETITION EXPERT AND COORDINATOR OF THE OECD-GVH REGIONAL
CENTRE FOR COMPETITION AT OECD




EUROPEAN AND GEORGIAN PRACTICE IN CONSUMER PROTECTION

PANELISTS

TAMAR LAKERBAIA EKA SEPASHVILI

CONSUMER RIGHTS PROTECTION EXPERT, JUDGE FIRST DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE
SECTOR ECONOMY AND ECONOMIC POLICY
COMMITTEE, PARLIAMENT OF GEORGIA

NERINGA ULBAITE

FORMER DIRECTOR OF STATE CONSUMER RIGHTS
PROTECTION SERVICE OF LITHUANIA;
EXPERT/CONSULTANT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION
COMPONENT IN TWINNING PROJECT IN GEORGIA -
“STRENGTHENING CAPACITY OF THE COMPETITION
AGENCY OF GEORGIA"

SOPIO JAPARIDZE

ACTING PUBLIC DEFENDER FOR
PROTECTION OF CONSUMER RIGHTS,
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

NINO NIAVADZE

HEAD OF LEGAL DEPARTMENT, INSURANCE STATE
SUPERVISION SERVICE

MODERATOR

NIKA NANUASHVILI

LEGAL DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA




COMPETITION POLICY AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

PANELISTS

MARIA PILAR CANEDO MAMMAD ABBASBEYLI

ARRILLAGA HEAD OF THE STATE SERVICE FOR
ANTIMONOPOLY AND CONSUMER MARKET
COMMISSIONER OF THE SPANISH NATIONAL CONTROL UNDER THE MINISTRY OF
MARKETS AND COMPETITION COMMISSION (TBC) ECONOMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

LEVAN KALANDADZE

FIRST DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE GEORGIAN
NATIONAL COMPETITION AGENCY

GIORGI PERTAIA

PRESIDENT OF GEORGIAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

TEONA ZHIZHIASHVILI

LEGAL MANAGER, PWC GEORGIA

MODERATOR

BAKAR PALAVANDISHVILI




LEGAL GUARANTEES OF CONSUMER RIGHTS

PROTECTION AND FEATURES OF THE ENFORCEMENT

PANELISTS

GODA ALEKSAITE MARIAM SHAISHMELASHVILI ALEXANDER MARGISHVILI LASHA GZIRISHVILI SALOME JANELIDZE
COMMISSIONER OF THE SPANISH NATIONAL DEPUTY OF CONSUMER RIGHTS MANAGING PARTNER, GENERAL DIRECTOR - HEAD OF CONSUMER PROTECTION AND DIRECTOR OF LEGAL DEPARTMENT.
MARKETS AND COMPETITION COMMISSION (TBC) PROTECTION DEPARTMENT,GNCA KUDOS GEORGIA LLC FINANCIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AT GEORGIAN NATIONAL ENERGY AND WATER
NATIONAL BANK OF GEORGIA SUPPLY REGULATORY COMMISSION (GNERC)

MODERATOR

SALOME JANELIDZE

DIRECTOR OF LEGAL DEPARTMENT. GEORGIAN NATIONAL ENERGY AND WATER
SUPPLY REGULATORY COMMISSION (GNERC)




ESSENTIAL FACILITY AND REFUSAL TO SUPPLY, THEORY AND PRACTICE - ABUSE OF DOMINANT,

THEORETICAL APPROACHES AND PRACTICAL CASES, ESSENTIAL TRADING PARTNER

PANELISTS

DENAR BIBA GEORGE SVANADZE NIKOLOZ SUMBADZE SOPIO MOMTSELIDZE LEVAN MAISURADZE

CHAIRMAN OF THE ALBANIAN CHAIR OF THE LEGAL COMMITTEE OF THE DIRECTOR OF MARKET MONITORING HEAD OF LEGAL DEPARTMENT, GNCA LAWYER AT THE GEORGIAN NATIONAL
COMPETITION AUTHORITY EUROPEAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATIO DEPARTMENT, GNERC REGULATORY AUTHORITY FOR THE BROADCASTING
AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS

MODERATOR

GIORGI ISAKADZE

EDITOR IN CHIEF OF FORBES GEORGIA




INDIRECT MECHANISMS OF ENFORCEMENT - COMPETITION ADVOCACY, SECTORAL

INQUIRIES AND MONITORINGS, RECOMMENDATIONS, TRADE POLICY

PANELISTS

THEODOR THANNER VLADIMIR NAUMOVSKI OLGA NECHYTAILO STEFFEN SIRRIES

FORMER HEAD OF THE AUSTRIAN FEDERAL PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION FOR STATE COMMISSIONER OF THE PROFESSOR AT KUTAISI INTERNATIONAL
COMPETITION AUTHORITY (FCA); JUNIOR PROJECT PROTECTION OF COMPETITION OF NORTH ANTIMONOPOLY COMMITTEE OF UKRAINE UNIVERSITY AND EQUITY PARTNER AT
LEADER OF TWINNING PROJECT IN MACEDONIA LADEMANN & ASSOCIATES GMBH

GEORGIA - “STRENGTHENING CAPACITY OF THE
COMPETITION AGENCY OF GEORGIA”

GIORGI KEDELIDZE

HEAD OF MARKET MONITORING
AND ANALYSIS DEPARTMENT. GNCA

MODERATOR

NIKA SERGIA

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT FOR ANTI-DUMPING MEASURES,GNCA




